cholars have carefully documented many aspects of Bertrand Russell's exile in America from 1938 to 1944, most notably his lectureship at the University of Chicago, his short-lived appointment to the College of the City of New York, and his tumultuous tenure as a lecturer at the Barnes Foundation. Nonetheless, important events that occurred during Russell's six-year residence in the United States remain largely unexamined. Perhaps chief among these is his extended lecture tour in April 1939 conducted immediately after negotiating his three-year appointment to the University of California at Los Angeles. Ronald Clark's comprehensive biography of Russell devotes less than a paragraph to this tour "which took him round the usual frenzied circuit, a combined marathon and obstacle race which, with its appointments, impromptu interviews and tight schedules, was p= a tough course for any man of sixty-six."
1 Similarly, Ray Monk provides a cursory overview of Russell's "exhausting" 2 lecture schedule, only noting newspaper reports of a small number of his talks dealing with the international situation and the looming spectre of war in Europe. And Caroline Moorehead briefly notes that Russell "took off for a lecture tour to raise more money" 3 in addition to including a snippet from his autobiography about a moment of relaxation on the banks of the Mississippi River during the tour. The paucity of sources documenting this tour stands as the most compelling explanation for these biographers' traditional neglect of Russell's activities in April 1939. Russell's correspondence with his successive wives during his many lecture tours provides the most detailed insight into his actions. His American speaking circuits in 1924, 1927, 1929 and 1931 , for example, are documented extensively through correspondence with his second wife, Dora Russell, that has been open to scholars for decades. Research into the lecture tours undertaken by Russell in the second half of the 1930s, however, has been hamstrung by the long-standing embargo on the correspondence between him and his third wife, Patricia (commonly known as "Peter").
4
But the lifting of this embargo in 2009 five years after Peter's death has allowed a treasure trove of correspondence to become available to researchers. This rich source has already resulted in a detailed analysis of Russell's previously undocumented 1935 lecture tour of Scandinavia, 5 and these unseen letters also provide extensive insights into his 1939 American tour. This article provides annotated transcriptions of all twenty-four letters found in bracers (the online catalogue of the Russell Archives) for the period of the tour, including nineteen to Peter. This correspondence provides a fascinating picture of Russell's personal and political views, most notably his attitude regarding the utility of pacifism after the breakdown of the Munich Agreement.
This outline probably corresponds to the lecture delivered at Gloversville on 18 April, although elements of its text such as the differing outcomes of economic blockades against Japan and Germany are found in press reports of several other speeches. Newspaper accounts of Russell's lectures have been located for nine of the tour stops. For lectures delivered in Baton Rouge, Nashville, Cleveland, Dayton, and Philadelphia and the debate in Baltimore, multiple newspaper reports published in each of these cities allow a detailed indication of Russell's public views to be ascertained. Gloversville and Johnstown, ny, 19 April 1939, p. 3; and "Power Depends on Propaganda, Says Lecturer", Skidmore News, 14, no. 21 (27 in Boston and Brooklyn have not been found. Interestingly, these were the tour stops that did not feature topics directly related to the international situation in 1939. Russell's views on his rejection of communist and fascist ideologies were well documented in his writings during the interwar period.
11 Similarly, his description of his "Science and Philosophy" lecture in Brooklyn as "a queer vague subject on which I have not hitherto spoken" (Let. 23) is somewhat puzzling given his frequent writings on the topic going back to the pre-World War i period.
lecture themes
Apart from the stand-alone lecture topics delivered in Boston and Brooklyn, Russell developed three primary topics during his tour. He addressed the subject of propaganda at Nashville, Dayton, New London and Saratoga Springs. He had expressed a consistent interest in propaganda throughout the interwar period, most notably in its capacity to inflame patriotic and nationalist sentiment and promote militarism. Addressing his Nashville audience, Russell expounded the view that the virulent propaganda machines of totalitarian states would be a leading contributing factor to the decline of fascism. In Germany, the substitution of rigid Nazi ideology for scientific truth would ultimately prove counterproductive, since leading German scientists had fled the country. "In twenty-five years", he noted, "this will mean that their engines of war will be so far behind those of the nations which have encouraged free thought that the totalitarian government will have caused its own defeat." 13 In Dayton and Saratoga Springs, Russell addressed the psychological underpinnings of propaganda and its use to validate and empower national governments. Propaganda was useless, he believed, unless it could magnify collective passions and discourage individualism to produce alarm in a national population. "Fear is a terrible passion which produces cruelty, April 1939): 1, 3.
11
Russell condemned communism in The Practice and Theory of Bolshevism after he visited Russia. In multiple essays published in the 1930s, he criticized fascism and planned to write a book on the subject before abandoning the project. See Brett Lintott, "Russell's Aborted Book on Fascism".
12
See, for example, The Problems of Philosophy. 13 "Dictators Doomed, Russell Declares", Nashville Tennessean, 6 April 1939, p. 13. and I believe", Russell warned, "we shall see much of that cruelty in the very near future."
14 But he did not despair completely, and he advocated that children should be taught from an early age to identify propagandistic eloquence. "Expose them to eloquence", Russell counselled his audience at Connecticut College, "and bring them up to look upon it with suspicion. Teach them the dangers of its great persuasive force. Get them into the habit of resisting the destructive emotions it can arouse."
15
Russell's second tour theme concerned the role of the United States in the deteriorating international situation and America's global dominance in the aftermath of any European conflict. In his pacifist writings before his University of Chicago appointment, he had traditionally criticized the concept of collective security and endorsed strict American neutrality towards any potential war in Europe. Collective security, he then believed, "has ceased to be a method of preventing war and has become, instead, a method of making sure that any conflict, wherever it originates, shall become a first class great war."
16 In
April 1939, however, Russell now hoped that America would announce its intention to ally itself with England and France to deter war. "If the United States makes it plain that it will be on the side of European democracies in case of an outbreak of war in Europe," Russell informed his audience in Philadelphia on 17 April, "Hitler and Mussolini will hesitate before taking any steps that would lead to a conflagration." 17 But regardless of America's decision to either intervene in a European war or remain neutral, he forecast the establishment of a world government dominated by the United States in the aftermath of Europe's destruction. 
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Russell, "Munich Rather Than War" (1939).
22
"Russell Sees Little in Nazi Propaganda", Nashville Banner, 5 April 1939, p. 1. 23 "Chamberlain Is Defended by Lord Russell", The Sun, Baltimore, 13 April 1939, p. 24. with his immediate family. Although his marriage to Peter experienced strains during their sojourn in Chicago and was to nearly end in separation in the autumn of 1939, Russell maintained during the tour that his relationship with his wife was strong. "I am very happy about you and me", he wrote before he reached Louisiana, noting further that "Everything is working out as well as we could possibly hope-I have feared for our happiness in each other, but I don't any longer" (Let. 3). Russell also revealed that the security of his threeyear contract at ucla would allow for the apparently mutual goal of having more children to be achieved. Throughout his letters, Russell expressed his intense devotion to Conrad. Although he failed-to his considerable embarrassment-to remember Conrad's birthday in time to send a gift, he nonetheless longed to see Conrad's "bright face" (Let. 12) and "envied all the men out with their children" (Let. 19) he encountered during his visit to Boston. Furthermore, he maintained a keen interest in the welfare of John and Kate Russell, his children with Dora Russell who both attended school in England. With the threat of war looming in Europe, he worked diligently to bring his children to visit him in California in the face of Dora's opposition to any transatlantic travel plans involving John and Kate.
Secondly, Russell's American tour letters document in rich detail his interactions with a remarkable range of personal acquaintances, some of whom are familiar to Russell scholars and some of whom have been previously largely unknown. He renewed his contacts with some of his oldest friends dating back to the 1880s and 1890s, including his mentor and erstwhile collaborator, Alfred North Whitehead, and Lucy Donnelly, one of his most stable long-term relationships. The letters provide new evidence concerning the complex and sometimes turbulent friendship Russell maintained with Freda Utley, who on one occasion could bolster his belief in pacifism before his Baltimore debate with Hindus and who a short time later could stir him to accuse her of pro-Germanism. Although Russell claimed he possessed "no errant philandering impulses" (Let. 3) and seemed to avoid the sexual entanglements that marked his earlier American tours, he nonetheless met several women with whom he had been sexually intimate, including Rhoda Rypins and Miriam Brudno. Perhaps the most detailed account of his interaction with a former lover concerns Alice Crunden, a former benefactor of Beacon Hill School. Russell provides a comprehensive portrait of Crunden's sad and turbulent life: "most of the time she is a wreck, morally and every way" (Let. 20) Russell's April 1939 tour letters-particularly those to Peter that were previously embargoed-demonstrate convincingly that he was conflicted about his advocacy of pacifism well before the start of the Second World War. "I still think it would be better to let Hitler conquer Europe than to fight him," he informed Olivia Holt, "but that is a Utopian policy" (Let. 7). Russell also expressed to Freda Utley his "doubts about pacifism" and his desire to be "more decisive in my opinions" (Let. 13), and he confided to Peter that pacifism, "right or wrong, is not practical politics since Chamberlain gave up appeasement" (Let. 19). But Utley ultimately proved the catalyst for restoring Russell's anti-war convictions: "she confirmed me in pacifism, which at bottom", he maintained, "I always come back to." Russell also described his debate with Hindus as the crowning moment of his tour: "After defending Chamberlain I set out the whole case for pacifism.... Russell expressed concern for the welfare of his two older children with Dora Russell, John Russell (1921 Russell ( -1987 Gamel Brenan (1895 -1968 , wife of the British author Gerald Brenan (1894 Brenan ( -1987 Russell wrote a farewell letter to Gamel Brenan, noting that "God knows whether we shall ever meet again in this world of madness" (see SLBR 2: 356).
40
Russell's mention of Gamel Brenan's potential move to the Sahara Desert seems to be either a private reference or a generic one to an out-of-the-way location.
41
Savernake Forest was a privately owned yet publicly accessible land tract in Wiltshire near the town of Marlborough. Russell had stayed with the family of Maud Burdett in Wiltshire in the 1890s and mentions the forest to his future first wife, Alys, in a letter in August 1894 (see SLBR 1: 44). After Gamel Brenan left Spain with her husband in 1936, they purchased a home in Aldbourne near the forest. In the letter Russell responds to, Brenan says: "We must have picnics in Savernake Forest". This letter from Gerald Brenan is not found in the Russell Archives. Brenan indicates in his autobiography that he had made a similar request of Russell: "Since he had read widely on history, politics, and sociology, and held strong views on them, why did he not apply his talent to writing a moral tale in the manner of Candide? There was a place for such a book in every century and he had more to draw on than Voltaire had had because, unlike him, he was an original thinker. But he replied that he could not write a story of any sort as he had no imagination or powers of invention" (Brenan, Personal Record, p. 264 
48
I find from the natives that "Grande" has 2 syllables, a matter about writing fiction, beginning with "The Perplexities of John Forstice" in 1912 (unpublished in Russell's lifetime) and culminating with the release of Satan in the Suburbs and Nightmares of Eminent Persons in the 1950s. Ray Monk has described stories in Satan in the Suburbs as the "weakest attempts at fiction ever written by a Nobel Prize winner for Literature" (Monk 2: 346).
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Gerald and Gamel Brenan had fled Spain in October 1936.
46
In Chapter 12 of Pride and Prejudice, the influential novel of Jane Austen (1775-1817) first published in 1813, the male protagonist, Fitzwilliam Darcy, attempts to thwart the development of an emotional attachment with Elizabeth Bennet: "He wisely resolved to be particularly careful that no sign of admiration should now escape him, nothing that could elevate her with the hope of influencing his felicity; sensible that if such an idea had been suggested, his behaviour during the last day must have material weight in confirming or crushing it." 47 Russell viewed the Rio Grande at El Paso, Texas, the only stop at the Argonaut's route touching the river border between the us and Mexico.
48
According to Genesis 41, the Egyptian Pharaoh dreamed about seven "ill favoured and lean fleshed" cattle devouring seven healthy cattle. Joseph, the son of the Hebrew patriarch Jacob and sold into slavery by his half-brothers, was summoned from prison and forecast that the thriving and lean cattle referred respectively to seven years of plenty and seven years of famine in Egypt. Chamberlain was viewed by many as having sold out Czechoslovakia through the 1938 Munich Agreement to appease Nazi Germany.
52
When Russell started his tour, international newspapers published accounts of a secret German diplomatic document calling for the Nazi annexation of the region of Patagonia shared by Chile and Argentina in the southern tip of South America (see "Argentine Inquiry Nets Six Germans", New York Times, 2 April 1939, p. 43). 53 Russell stayed with Rhoda Belle Rypins (née Kellogg, 1898 Kellogg, -1987 and her husband, Stanley Rypins, in both San Francisco and New York during his tour of the us in 1931. Russell "had a slight affair" (to Dora Russell, 23 Nov. 1931, ra3 Rec. Acq. 1,027) with Rypins in San Francisco and informed Dora of her influence on him in New York: "Mrs. Rypins has made my time here pleasant. She is not beautiful, but kind and generous and with a very nice nature. I get so lonely on these tours that I am grateful for kindness" (29 Nov. 1931, ibid.) Only one of these journalists can be conclusively identified. An account of this interview ("Philosopher Gives New Slant on European Crisis", pp. 1, 4) appeared in the 3 April edition of the State Times, one of the two daily newspapers in Baton Rouge, under the byline of Jerry T. Baulch (1913 Baulch ( -1985 Under a variety of state and local laws enacted across the American South in the last decades of the nineteenth century, a system of racial segregation in public facilities prevailed that would not be ended until the 1950s and 1960s.
60
In Charles Dickens' 1844 novel Martin Chuzzlewit, the title character and his manservant travel to America and purchase a disease-ridden swamp from an unscrupulous land speculator. Dickens also describes the social inequality and frontier roughness that marked the us in the decades before the Civil War. Many Southern plantation owners generated remarkable wealth from the agricultural slave economy. John Burnside's Houmas House Plantation in Louisiana, for example, produced sugar on 20,000 acres of property and had 2,200 slaves working when the Civil War broke out in 1861.
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Russell provides a more detailed explanation of this event in Auto. 2: 217-18.
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Russell appears to have warmed to one of the two "very stupid" journalists he had met the previous morning in New Orleans. No record of short stories published by either Jerry Baulch or Hal Yockey emulating the style of the famed Russian writer Anton Chekhov (1860-1904) can be located.
67
The identity of "Maria" cannot be determined; she was most likely a servant in the Russell household.
68
The Russells' pet Irish Setter.
69
Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) served two us presidential terms from 1829 to 1837. Russell wrote "New York" above "Philadelphia", which he deleted; then he inserted "Dayton O." and deleted "New York". He also inserted "early in the" and deleted "middle of the".
74
Maurice Gerschon Hindus (1891-1969) emigrated from Russia to the us and established a reputation during the interwar period as a leading expert on the Soviet Union. Initially viewing Stalinism with some measure of sympathy, he became a critic of the Soviet government in the Cold War era after spending several years in the ussr during the Second World War. 
Y, wherever that may be. I will let you know the time of my arrival as soon as I can. I wish I did not have to stay such a short time. Excuse handwriting. The train shakes terribly, & now-a-days I am seldom out of trains.
77 A reference to "official" betting odds on the likelihood of war was not located.
Events that contributed to the "very grave" situation in Europe were Italy's invasion of Albania and Spain's signing of the Anti-Comintern Pact, both of which occurred on the day Russell wrote this letter to Peter.
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In Notes on the State of Virginia, Thomas Jefferson (1743 -1826 , author of the American Declaration of Independence and future two-term us President, described the Ohio River: "The Ohio is the most beautiful river on earth. Its current gentle, waters clear, and bosom smooth and unbroken by rocks and rapids, a single instance only excepted" (p. 12). Originating in Pennsylvania, the Ohio River flows west to become the major tributary of the Mississippi River and forms the border between the states of Ohio and Kentucky. The Louisville & Nashville Railroad ended at Cincinnati, so Russell would have written this letter in Kentucky before crossing the Ohio into that city. 
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Despite this assertion, Russell's extant correspondence with Celeste Holden indicates he enjoyed a warm relationship with her. She met Russell on several occasions in England while her daughter resided at Beacon Hill School, and she seems to have accompanied him on his return to England in December 1929 after his American lecture tour, during which Dora Russell had informed him of her child conceived with another man: "I want to thank you for having made the voyage a joy instead of a misery. The most seemingly extravagant things I said fell short of the truth. I had left behind me a great happiness and was approaching a sharp discomfort; left to myself, I should have brooded all the way. As it was, the finding of a real friend kept me from that folly, and your sympathy made the jagged edges of my life less painful. I am grateful, and more than grateful" (21 Dec. 1929, ra3 Rec. Acq. 254).
82
According to her husband's biographer, Celeste Holden was "an attractive, intelligent, sophisticated, and outgoing socialite" who, after her marriage to Kohler, "reveled in the constant swirl of social events" (Thomas Reeves, Distinguished Service, pp. 99, 130). 83 "K" was Walter Kohler's common moniker.
84
The full extent of Walter Kohler's relationship with Peter is unknown. It is probable that they met in Chicago through Celeste Kohler while Russell lectured at the University of Chicago during the 1938-39 academic year.
85
In the absence of Peter's letter to Russell describing this "situation", it is unclear if Peter referred to an episode that occurred in Chicago or if the Kohlers had visited
I am glad of what you say about cottage & garden;
86 it sounds delightful. In John Russell's letters to his father at this time, he maintains a belief in pacifism that contrasts Russell's wavering position. He had "always been in favour" (18 March 1939, ra2 710) of Chamberlain's appeasement policy, but he indicated two weeks later that he might perform alternative service if war broke out: "I do not know what I should do if war broke out. I might be willing to drive an ambulance, which would relieve war-like feelings, but if I was logical, I might say that from the moment the government declared war I had stopped supporting its policy, and would therefore not support it in any way in war" (Easter 1939 
104
All well with me. I was encouraged by the success of my speech, the more so as I had spoken badly at Dayton.
102
In her memoirs, Utley recounts her role in reaffirming Russell's pacifist beliefs before his debate in Baltimore with Hindus: "As it turned out Russell surpassed himself that evening in Baltimore by his refutation of Maurice Hindus' arguments.... For this I take some credit. Walking in the Maryland woods with Russell and Olivia Holt the afternoon before his lecture I asked Bertie whether he was about to repudiate the views he had expounded in his Which Way to Peace?. In the future there were to be times when he would get mad at me for playing back to him the record of his former convictions. But on this occasion Bertie, who enjoyed himself most when shocking people, laughed with me in Maryland.... A few days after his memorable debate with Hindus, Russell wrote to thank me for having renewed his faith in his own beliefs at a critical moment" (Odyssey of a Liberal, p. 168). Physician", New York Times, 9 Oct. 1937, p. 22) . Although Russell provides a description of a poisoned relationship in several letters to Peter while he stayed with the Coxes during this tour, it appears that Cox and Crunden remained married until his death.
108
Little biographical information can be located about Edwina Crunden (born c.1915) , Alice Crunden's only child from her first marriage. From this letter and Letter 20, it appears that she may have suffered from a heart ailment. See Letter 10. 111 Edna Crunden (née Bradley, 1870-1936), Alice's mother, married theatre impresario Raymond W. Moore-twenty years her junior-in 1935 after her first husband had died in 1929. Moore unsuccessfully sued his wife's estate (valued at over $1 million), apparently dissatisfied with the life interest payment on a principal of $100,000 left to him. Court documents showed that Moore received $517,000 in gifts from Edna to support his theatre enterprise in Dennis, Mass., before their marriage, with an additional $112,000 given to Moore during the marriage's short tenure. Instead of the interest income, the court in 1938 awarded Moore nearly $104,000 in cash, which, according to Russell, he had squandered less than a year later (see "Moore Estate Near Million", Milwaukee Journal, 11 June 1938, p. 6). 
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Details of this incident involving a topaz ring were not found. 117 Presumably, an insect bit Russell at some point during his tour.
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Joy Corbett attended Beacon Hill School; her mother, Una Corbett, had also attended Russell's address in Baltimore during his 1927 American lecture tour (see Corbett to Russell, 3 Nov. 1927, ra3 Rec. Acq. 1,185) .
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Records of these morning interviews have not been located, except for that by Julius Kaplan ("Earl Russell in Blue Pyjamas Talks Marriage, War, Peace", Boston Evening Transcript, 15 April 1939, sec. 1, p. 2) . Russell did conduct a dinner interview with a college journalist at the Ritz Hotel while in Boston (see "Bertrand Russell sees u.s.a. Dictator after Next Conflict", The Harvard Crimson, 17 April 1939, p. 1). In a "The Talk of the Town" column, Roger Angell [1920-] hinted who the college journalist was, and confirmed it was he in a 1970 letter to K. Blackwell. George Sturgis (1891 Sturgis ( -1944 was the nephew of American philosopher George Santayana, who used Sturgis as the intermediary to send Russell £1,000 per year beginning in September 1937 (see SLBR 2: 352-3) to assist him in overcoming his financial difficulties. Although Russell knew that Santayana was his benefactor, he continued to maintain the fiction that the donation was anonymous. In February 1939, while Russell was still at the University of Chicago, Peter Russell wrote to Sturgis asking if Santayana's assistance could be continued if her husband turned down academic employment to allow him to concentrate full-time on philosophical work (ra2 710). Sturgis replied on 10 March, indicating that Santayana would be willing to make payments of $5,000 in two installments during 1940, but that it would be "imprudent to count on them after 1940" (ibid.). After he returned to California, Peter contacted Sturgis to inform him of Russell's three-year appointment at ucla: "Will you please tell his anonymous friend that he can be independent, and convey to him my husband's great gratitude, and my own, for assistance which made a very great difference in our lives" (2 May 1939, ibid.) . "I told you from the first that he is an absolutely honest, fanatically honest, man …", was Santayana's 
I will get back as quickly as

145
Air Raid Precautions (arp) programmes had existed in the United Kingdom for much of the interwar period. They gained strength and urgency under the National Government of Stanley Baldwin. Baldwin's arp circular published in September 1935 invited local authorities to build air-raid shelters, and the Air Raid Wardens' service created in 1937 recruited more than 200,000 volunteers before the War.
146
Russell had been a vociferous critic of arp civil defence measures in 1935 because they provided, in his view, a hopelessly false sense of security for civilian populations in a future war that would be dominated by the use of chemical weapons and the indiscriminate use of air power. Absolute pacifism, Russell argued, was the "only sane policy" (Papers 21: 33) in the current circumstances. It is interesting to note his change of view by 1939 and that engaging in arp activities now constituted an acceptable form of alternative service. No other reference to Russell and Peter distributing anti-arp leaflets is known. 147 Russell refers here to the book that developed into A History of Western Philosophy published eventually in 1945. It is not known when it ceased to be a joint project.
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John Locke (1632 Locke ( -1704 , the British philosopher who in 1689 published one of the classic defences of empiricism-An Essay Concerning Human Understanding. His foundational work on liberalism is the second Treatise on Government (1690).
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French political philosopher Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de la Brède et de Montesquieu (1689 Montesquieu ( -1755 , proposed in L'Esprit des lois (1748) that liberty could only be guaranteed through a system of government emphasizing a division of powers. Russell's library has no works by Montesquieu.
